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AFTER    THESE    MANY    QUESTS
virtue of abstention from looting because it iie\ me. On the contrary, to load oneself up with piL junk, bound to be an embarrassment in the end as completely crazy.
However, I am in a minority. Loot is a Hindi and therefore a comparatively recent acquisil language. William the Conqueror and his baro something else. During the later stages of the wa called looting "liberating," until the word beg more than the rotting corpses under the rubble of I do not for a moment suggest that it was conf one army or nationality or that everybody John that it was fairly widespread.
In Emmerich, for instance, I went into an ir shop where there were piles of goods lying about i; Some had said that the Germans were short of here was the contrary evidence. A few soldiers w ing about helping themselves. What on earth want with padlocks, screws, nails and hingei imagine. It might have been utility lootin some cases, it was just a desire to do some shoplifting.
In one house, still fully furnished and a f liberators, I saw one thing that had been left-child's music still open on the piano. There wa: the piano stool. The pathos of this tableau of the lesson struck home forcibly.
These closing scenes in a world tragedy somet into deepest Grand Guignol.   In Zutphen,  fan Philip Sidney's sacrifice more than his cavalry ch; the Spanish,  1,500 Nazi youths held out lor Some of them were only fifteen years old, being a German parachute training and reinforcemen Their desperate, fanatical valour was unmatc] majority of the mature troops pitted against the
A horrible touch was the circumstance that positions the boys had to defend was the local lum They had been snatched from various traininj ments, including those at Winterswijk and Mun into hastily dug trenches and given a printed ex}
Yet not everything in Emmerich was destroyed. Many tall chimney-stacks pointed at the sky. Though riddled with holes, they had surprisingly survived the fiercest blasts of war. Here and there, houses and shops were intact, with doors either blown in or thrown open in hasty abandonment. It was a great opportunity for looters. The frantic desire to
